
1
st
 reading 

 

A reading from the Book of Wisdom 

 

The souls of the just are in the hand of God, 
and no torment shall touch them. 

They seemed, in the view of the foolish, to be dead;  

and their passing away was thought an affliction 

and their going forth from us, utter destruction. 

 

But they are in peace. 

For if before men, indeed, they be punished,  

yet is their hope full of immortality; 

Chastised a little, they shall be greatly blessed,  

because God tried them 

and found them worthy of himself. 

 

As gold in the furnace, he proved them, 

and as sacrificial offerings he took them to himself. 

 

Those who trust in him shall understand truth,  

and the faithful shall abide with him in love: 

Because grace and mercy are with his holy ones,  

and his care is with the elect. 
 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Wisdom  3:1-6,9 

  



1
st
 reading 

 

A reading from the Book of the prophet Daniel 

 

I, Daniel, mourned and I heard this word of the Lord: 

 

“At that time there shall arise  

  Michael, the great prince, 

  guardian of your people; 

It shall be a time unsurpassed in distress 

   since nations began until that time. 

At that time your people shall escape, 

  everyone who is found written in the book. 

Many of those who sleep 

  in the dust of the earth shall awake; 

Some shall live forever, 

  others shall be an everlasting horror and disgrace. 

But the wise shall shine brightly 

  like the splendor of the firmament, 

And those who lead the many to justice 

  shall be like the stars forever.” 

 
 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Daniel 12:1-3 

 

 

 

  



1
st
 reading 

 

A reading from the Book of Sirach 

 

A kind mouth multiplies friends, and gracious lips prompt friendly 

greetings.   

 

Let your acquaintances be many, but one in a thousand your confidant. 

 

A faithful friend is a sturdy shelter; he who finds one finds a treasure.  

 

A faithful friend is beyond price, no sum can balance his worth. 

 

A faithful friend is a life-saving remedy, such as he who fears God finds;  

 

For he who fears God behaves accordingly, and his friend will be like 

himself. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Sirach 6: 5-6, 14-17 

  



1
st
 reading   

 

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes 

 

There is an appointed time for everything, and a time for every affair 

under the heavens. 

 

A time to be born, and a time to die. 

A time to plant, and a time to uproot the plant. 

A time to kill, and a time to heal. 

A time to tear down, and a time to build. 

A time to weep, and a time to laugh. 

A time to mourn, and a time to dance. 

A time to scatter stones, and a time to gather them. 

A time to embrace, and a time to be far from embraces. 

A time to seek, and a time to lose. 

A time to keep, and a time to cast away. 

A time to rend, and a time to sew. 

A time to be silent, and a time to speak. 

A time to love, and a time to hate. 

A time of war, and a time of peace. 

 

I recognized that there is nothing better than to rejoice and to do well 

during life.  Moreover, that all can eat and drink and enjoy the good of 

all their toil—this is a gift of God. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

  



1
st
 reading 

 

A reading from the Book of Lamentations 

 

The favors of the Lord are not exhausted, his mercies are not spent; 

They are renewed each morning, so great is his faithfulness. 

My portion is the Lord, says my soul; therefore will I hope in him. 

 

Good is the Lord to one who waits for him, to the soul that seeks him; 

It is good to hope in silence for the saving help of the Lord. 

 

For the Lord’s rejection does not last forever; 

Though he punishes, he takes pity, in the abundance of his mercies; 

He has no joy in afflicting or grieving the sons of men. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 

Lamentations 3:22-26, 31-33 

  



2
nd

 reading 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 
 

Are you unaware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were 

baptized into his death?  

 

We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, so that, just 

as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too 

might live in newness of life.  

 

If, then, we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 

him. We know that Christ, raised from the dead, dies no more; death no 

longer has power over him. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Romans 6:3-4, 8-9 

  



2
nd

 reading 

 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 
 

If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own 

Son but handed him over for us all, how will he not also give us 

everything else along with him? Who will bring a charge against God’s 

chosen ones? It is God who acquits us. Who will condemn? It is Christ 

Jesus who died, rather, was raised, who also is at the right hand of God, 

who indeed intercedes for us. 

 

What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or distress, 

or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? No, in all 

these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For 

I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 

nor present things, nor future things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor any other creature will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39 

 

  



2
nd

 reading 

 

 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 
 

None of us lives for oneself, and no one dies for oneself. For if we live, 

we live for the Lord, and if we die, we die for the Lord; so then, whether 

we live or die, we are the Lord’s. For this is why Christ died and came to 

life, that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. For we shall 

all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written: 

 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bend before me, and every 

tongue shall give praise to God.” 

 

So then each of us shall give an account of himself to God. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Romans 14:7-9, 10b-12 

  



2
nd

 reading 

 

 

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 
 

We do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, about those who 

have fallen asleep, so that you may not grieve like the rest, who have no 

hope. 

 

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, so too will God, through 

Jesus, bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 

 

Indeed, we tell you this, on the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, 

who are left until the coming of the Lord, will surely not precede those 

who have fallen asleep. 

 

For the Lord himself, with a word of command, with the voice of an 

archangel and with the trumpet of God, will come down from heaven, 

and the dead in Christ will rise first. 

 

Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. Thus we shall always be 

with the Lord. 

 

Therefore, console one another with these words. 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

 

  



2
nd

 reading 

 

 

A reading from second letter of Paul to the Corinthians 
 

We know that if our earthly dwelling, a tent, should be destroyed, we 

have a building from God, a dwelling not made with hands, eternal in 

heaven. 

 

So we are always courageous, although we know that while we are at 

home in the body we are away from the Lord, for we walk by faith, not 

by sight. Yet we are courageous, and we would rather leave the body 

and go home to the Lord. Therefore, we aspire to please him, whether 

we are at home or away. For we must all appear before the judgment 

seat of Christ, so that each one may receive recompense, according to 

what he did in the body, whether good or evil. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-10 

  



2
nd

 reading 

 

 

A reading of St. Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 
 

If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have love, I am a 

resounding gong or a clashing cymbal.  
  

And if I have the gift of prophecy and comprehend all mysteries and all 

knowledge; if I have all faith so as to move mountains but do not have 

love, I am nothing.  
  

If I give away everything I own, and if I hand my body over so that I 

may boast but do not have love, I gain nothing.  
  
Love is patient, love is kind.  

It is not jealous, (love) is not pompous,  

it is not inflated,   

it is not rude,  

it does not seek its own interests,  

it is not quick-tempered,  

it does not brood over injury,  

it does not rejoice over wrongdoing but rejoices with the truth.  
  
It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  
  
Love never fails. If there are prophecies, they will be brought to nothing; 

if tongues, they will cease; if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing.  
  
For we know partially and we prophesy partially,  

but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.  
  
When I was a child, I used to talk as a child, think as a child, reason as a 

child; when I became a man, I put aside childish things.  
  
At present we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, but then face to face. At 

present I know partially; then I shall know fully, as I am fully known.  
  
So faith, hope, love remain, these three; but the greatest of these is love.  

 

The Word of the Lord 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13  



2
nd

 reading 

 

 

A reading from the first letter of John 
 

See what love the Father has bestowed on us that we may be called the 

children of God. Yet so we are. The reason the world does not know us 

is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what 

we shall be has not yet been revealed. We do know that when it is 

revealed we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord 
 

1 John 3:1-2 

  



2
nd

 reading  

 

A reading from the Book of Revelation 
 

I heard a voice from heaven saying, 

"Write this: Blessed are the dead who from now on die in the Lord." 

"Yes," says the Spirit, "they will rest from their labors, for their deeds 

follow them." 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 
Revelation 14:13 

  



2
nd

 reading 

 

A reading from the book of Revelation 
 

I saw a new heaven and a new earth. The former heaven and the former 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. I also saw the holy 

city, a new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 

as a bride adorned for her husband. I heard a loud voice from the throne 

saying, “Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race. He will dwell 

with them and they will be his people and God himself will always be 

with them as their God. He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and 

there shall be no more death or mourning, wailing or pain, for the old 

order has passed away.” 

 

The one who sat on the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new. I am 

the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty, I 

will give a gift from the spring of life-giving water. The victor will 

inherit these gifts, and I shall be his God, and he will be my son.” 

 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7 

  



2
nd

 reading 

 

A reading from the second letter to Timothy 
 

For I am already being poured out like a libation, and the time of my 

departure is at hand. 

 

I have competed well; I have finished the race; I have kept the faith. 

 

From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me, which the Lord, the 

just judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but to all 

who have longed for his appearance. 

 

 

The Word of the Lord 

 

2 Timothy 4:6-8 

  



Funeral/Memorial Mass Readings  

 

Old Testament readings:     Gospel readings: 

         (Priest will choose the Gospel) 

1. Job 19:1, 23-27 

2. Wisdom 3:1-9         

3. Wisdom 4:7-15 

4. Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9 

5. Lamentations 3:17-26 

6. Daniel 12:1-3 

7. Maccabees 12:43-46 

 

Psalms 

1. Psalm 23 

2. Psalm 25 

3. Psalm 27 

4. Psalm 42 & 43 

5. Psalm 63 

6. Psalm 103 

7. Psalm 116 

8. Psalm 122 

9. Psalm 130 

10. Psalm 143 

 

New Testament readings: 

 

1. Acts 10:34-43 

2. Romans 5:5-11 

3. Romans 5:17-21 

4. Romans 6:3-9 

5. Romans 8:14-23 

6. Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39 

7. Romans 14:7-9, 10b-12 

8. 1Corinthians 15:20-23, 24b-28 

9. 1Corinthians 15:51-57 

10. 2Corinthians 4:14-5:1 

11. 2Corinthians 5:1, 6-10 

12. Philippians 3:20-21 

13. Thessalonians 4:13-18 

14. Timothy 2:8-13 

15. 1John 3:1-2 

16. 1John 3:14-16 

17. Revelation 14:13 

18. Revelation 20:11-21:1 

19. Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7 

 

 

 


